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NOTES. 

Under the modest title "History Leaflets" * Professors 
Hart and Charming, of Harvard University, are issuing in 
a convenient and inexpensive form a series of documents 
illustrative of American Colonial and Constitutional His- 
tory. These are designed to encourage the method of 
studying and teaching history by means of the original 
sources. The following will be published this year : 

(i) The Letter of Columbus to Santangel announcing his 
Discovery ; (2) The Ostend Manifesto, 1854 ; (3) Extracts 
from the Sagas describing the Voyages of Biarni, Leif 
Ericsson, Thorvald Ericsson and Thorfinn Karlsefni ; (4) 
Extracts from Official Declarations of the United States 
embodying the Monroe Doctrine, 1789-1891; (5) The King's 
Proclamation and other Documents relating to the Treaty 
of 1763; (6) Extracts from papers relating to the Bering Sea 
Controversy, 1 824-1 891. 

Of these the first two have already appeared. Each 
leaflet is to contain a brief historical introduction and 
bibliography to aid further investigation by the student. 



Mr. HasTIE, the translator of Kant's Philosophy of 
Law, has rendered English readers another service by put- 
ting within their reach some of the lesser political writings 
of the same author.f The little volume contains four 
readable essays, viz. (1) Idea of a Universal History from 
a Cosmopolitical Point of View ; (2) Principles of Political 
Right; (3) The Principles of Progress and, (4) Perpetual 
Peace. The last is a unique contribution to the theory of 

* American History Leaflets, Colonial and Constitutional. Edited by Albert 
Bushneix Hart and Edward Channing. New York, A. Lovell & Co. 

t Kant's Principles of Politics including his Essay on Perpetual Peace. Edited 
and translated by W. Hastie, B. D. T. & T. Clark, Edinburgh. 
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politics in the disguise of a treaty of peace drawn up with 
the due formalities of diplomacy. This, written as it was 
after the conclusion of the Treaty of Basle in 1795, may 
well contain, as Mr. Hastie suggests, an element of irony. 

These essays have a manifold importance. So far as they 
reveal the personality of the author they show how "he 
entered," as Rosenkranz says, "with his deep, priest-like 
thought wholly into the great spirit of history, into its future 
and into the progress of the liberty of the peoples." Sec- 
ondly, they prove that Kant could lay aside completely the 
repellent technical form in which he has left his most famous 
works and write in a clear and simple fashion. Mr. Hastie 
has supplemented his excellent translation by a judiciously 
written introduction. 



The historical atlas, although one of the most indispensa- 
ble aids in the teaching and study of history, has until 
recently been so inaccessible as to forbid a general reliance 
upon it. Henceforth there is fortunately nothing to pre- 
vent its finding its way into the hands of every high school 
and college student. With the assistance of Putzger's 
Historischer Schul-Atlas, revised by Dr. Baldamus,* and 
of Professor Hart's recently published Atlas of American 
History, f the student can obtain clear ideas of location. 
He will gain thereby not only a truer and more vivid, but 
a more lasting impression from what he reads than would 
otherwise be possible. In the case of the German atlas, 
the foreign language will hardly form a real hindrance to its 
use. It is nevertheless a pity that we have no historical 
atlas in English which at any price can be compared with 
this, which sells for the nominal sum of two marks. It 
contains over one hundred maps, large and small, drawn in 

* F. W. Putzger's Historischer Schul-Atlas zur alten, mittleren und neueren 
Geschichte in 59 Haupt-und 57 Nebenkarten, neu bearbeitet von Dr. A. Baldamus, 
Siebzehnte Auf. Bielefeld u. Leipzig, Velhagen u. Klasing, 1891. 

f Epoch Maps illustrating American History, by Albert Boshnell Hart, 
Ph. D., Assistant Professor of History in Harvard University. New York, Long- 
mans, Green & Co., 1891. 
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the most careful manner and comparing favorably with 
those in Droysen's well known atlas, published by the same 
firm. 

In spite of the generally simple territorial development 
of our own land, there are several knotty points in our 
geographical history which are by no means easy of 
elucidation. The most obvious examples of these are, of 
course, the disputes in regard to the boundaries of Maine and 
Oregon. These are carefully depicted, together with the 
various Texan boundaries in Professor Hart's Map No. 11. 
An interesting map (No. 6) illustrates the grotesque claims 
of the original States in 1783 to the territory lying between 
them and the Mississippi River. The status of slavery from 
1775-1865 is excellently shown on a single sheet (No. 8). 
The atlas is of a convenient size, (7x9^ in.) and the en- 
graving is carefully done. 



Dr. Charles Gross, of Harvard University, has made a 
scholarly contribution to historical bibliography in the form 
of " a classified list of books relating to British Municipal 
History" (Bibliographical Contributions, Library of Harvard 
University, edited by Justin Winsor, No. 43). This is a 
selection from a more complete bibliography to appear later. 
Dr. Gross is peculiarly well prepared for this work, and every 
student of history may felicitate himself upon the well 
directed efforts made by the Harvard Library to render its 
valuable collection of historical works accessible to the 
investigator. 
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